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SUB J : GREY ZONE-RECENT COMMENTS 

1 . REIULF STEEN, IN A LETTER TO THE EDITOR (AFTENPOSTEN, 

MARCH 28) DEFENDED HIS ACTIONS IN THE MATTER OF THE GREY 
ZONE CONTROVERSY. HIS REPLY WAS DIRECTED TO A CRITICAL 
ARTICLE IN A PREVIOUS EDITION OF THAT PAPER. TEXT OF 
STEEN'S LETTER FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN TEXT IT IS A GOOD MAXIM IN POLITICS THAT WHEN A 
POLITICAL OPPONENT VOLUNTARILY PUTS HIS HEAD ON THE BLOCK 
ONE SHALL OMIT LETTING THE AXE FALL. 

3. THEREFORE, I SHALL LIMIT MY REPLY TO BERTE ROGNERUD'S 
LAST ARTICLE IN AFTENPOSTEN AND BE CONTENT TO FURNISH 
THE FOLLOWING FACTUAL INFORMATION: 

A. I WAS IN THE USA FROM FEB 12 TO FEB 16. 

B. JENS EVENSEN ARRIVED IN THE USA FEB 17. 

C. AS WILL BE SEEN FROM THE ABOVE I COULD HARDLY HAVE 
GOTTEN A TRANSCRIPT FROM JENS EVENSEN'S TALKS DURING MY 
STAY IN THE USA. 
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D. DURING MY TALKS WITH AMERICAN POLITICIANS AND GOVERN- 
MENT OFFICIALS THE "GREY ZONE AGREEMENT" WAS NEVER TAKEN 
UP BY THE AMERICAN SIDE. HOWEVER, I GAVE A BRIEFING 

ON THE AGREEMENT AND THE NORWEGIAN VIEWS. 

E. EVERY TIME THE "GREY ZONE AGREEMENT" WAS MENTIONED 
THE AMERICANS STRESSED THAT THEY SAW IT AS A BILATERAL 
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AGREEMENT MATTER BETWEEN NORWAY AND THE SOVIET UNION, ON 
WHICH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT EXPRESS ANY OPINIONS. 

F. THESE ASSURANCES HAVE BEEN REITERATED FROM THE 
AMERICAN SIDE AFTER THE STORTING ACTION ON THE "GREY 
ZONE AGREEMENT." END TEXT. 

4. IN A RELATED MATTER, NRK TV'S STORTING REPORTER 
HERBJOERN SOEREBOE SAID ON TV LAST NIGHT (3/30) THAT 
AMERICAN OFFICIALS RECENTLY HAD CONTACTED THE NORWEGIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTRY ASSURING IT THAT THE US CONSIDERED THE 
BARENTS SEA NEGOTIATIONS A BILATERAL NORWEGIAN-SOVIET 
MATTER. SOEREBOE ALSO SAID THE AMERICANS HAD MADE IT CLEAR THEY 
HAVE TRANSCRIPTS OF ALL CONVERSATIONS ON THE SUBJECT BETWEEN 
NORWEGIAN POLITICAL AND GOVERNMENT LEADERS AND AMERICAN 
OFFICIALS. SOEREBOE SAID THESE TRANSCRIPTS ARE STILL 
CONFIDENTIAL, BUT THAT THE CONTENTS OF THEM HAVE BEEN MADE 
AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS OF THE STORTING FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE. SOEREBOE CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT IT WAS 
THE AMERICANS WHO HAD CONTACTED THE NORWEGIANS AT THIS 
TIME. 

BREMER 
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